
A REMEMBRANCE

I FIRST SAWMY FUTURE WIFE SUSAN WHEN SHE WAS A 15-YEAR-OLD SOPHMORE
AT HUNTINGTON HIGH SCHOOL ON LONG ISLAND WHERE WE BOTH LIVED. I WAS 16 AND
HAD STARTED BOARDING SCHOOL THE PREVIOUS YEAR. I HAD GONE TO THE HIGH
SCHOOL TO SEE SOME OF MY FRIENDS SINCE MY VACATIONS WERE DIFFERENT THAN
THAT OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL’S.

I REMEMBER SUE WAS STANDING AT HER LOCKER, WEARING A MAROON SKIRT
AND WHITE BLOUSE, LAUGHING AT SOMETHING SOMEONE HAD SAID. I THOUGHT TO
MYSELF: SHE’S REALLY GOOD LOOKING AND I’VE GOT TO FIND A WAY TO MEET HER.

IT JUST SO HAPPENED THAT I KNEW SOMEONE WHOWAS A FRIEND OF SUE’S
BROTHER. A SHORT TIME LATER, I WAS AT HER HOUSE, AN INTRODUCTION WAS MADE
AND AS THEY SAY THE REST IS HISTORY.

SUE’S MOTHER WANTED HER TO GET OUT OF HUNTINGTON HIGH AND, LIKE
SOME OF HER OLDER SISTERS, GO AWAY TO BOARDING SCHOOL SUE WANTED NOTHING
TO DO WITH THAT, SO THE COMPROMISE WAS THAT SHE WOULD COMMUTE DAILY TO A
PRIVATE SCHOOL IN NEW YORK CITY. THE GOOD NEWS WAS THAT SHE WAS NOW ON MY
VACATION SCHEDULE SO WE COULD HANG OUT TOGETHER WHILE OUR FRIENDS WERE
STILL IN SCHOOL.

I THOUGHT I WAS THE LUCKIEST GUY IN THE WORLD BEING WITH THIS GREAT
LOOKING, FUN GIRLWHO FOR SOME REASON SEEMED TO LIKE ME. AND, I CONTINUED
TO FEELTHAT FOR THE NEXT 60 YEARS. FROM THE TIME WE MET UNTIL THE DAY SHE
DIED, THERE WERE NO OTHER GIRLFRIENDS OR BOYFRIENDS—JUST US.

I LOOK BACK ON THAT NOW AND SEE IT WAS QUITE REMARKABLE BECAUSE
THERE WERE SO MANY PLACES ALONG THE WAYWE COULD HAVE DRIFTED APART.
THINK ABOUT IT--WE LITERALLY GREW UP TOGETHER: WE WENT THROUGH
ADOLESCENCE TOGETHER; STAYED TOGETHER THROUGH COLLEGE; GOT MARRIED
WHILE I WAS IN GRADUATE SCHOOL; BECAME PARENTS IN OUR EARLY 20S, LITERALLY
CHILDREN HAVING CHILDREN; EXPERIENCED THE PROVERBIAL EMPTY NEXT AND WERE
HAPPILY GROWING OLDER TOGETHER.

WHY DO SOME MARRIAGES WORK AND OTHERS DON’T? I HAVE NO IDEA. BUT
MAYBE I CAN DESCRIBE OUR RELATIONSHIP TO EXPLAIN WHY I THINK IT LASTED SO
LONG ANDWAS SO HAPPY.
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FIRST, WE RESPECTED EACH OTHER AND NEVER WANTED THE OTHER ONE TO BE
UNHAPPY OR GET HURT. ARGUMENTS WERE RARE AND NEVER LASTED VERY LONG. NO
ONE HAD TO BE THE WINNER OR LOSER OR AUTOMATICALLY HAD THE RIGHT ANSWER.
WE LISTENED TO EACH OTHER AND ALWAYS WERE WILLING TO COMPROMISE; NOTHING
WAS LEFT TO FESTER—WE TALKED IT THROUGH, MADE A DECISION AND MOVED ON. I
GUESS YOU COULD SAY WE MET YOUNG, FELL IN LOVE AND STAYED THAT WAY FOR 60
YEARS.

SECONDLY, WE LIKED DOING THINGS TOGETHER.

WHEN OUR TWO SONS WERE YOUNG, WE’D GO ON FAMILY TRIPS. AT CHRISTMAS
AND SPRING BREAK, IT WAS SKIING, INITIALLY IN NEW ENGLAND AND THEN OUT WEST
TO ALL THE WELL-KNOWN SPOTS--SUN VALLEY, TELLURIDE, STEAMBOAT, TAOS, ALTA,
ASPEN.

WE ALSO DID OTHER FUN, FAMILY THINGS. RAFTING TRIPS OUT WEST, AS WELL
AS TRAVELS OUTSIDE THE US—EUROPE, MEXICO, BERMUDA AND THE CARRIBEAN
COME TO MIND.

A SPECIAL ONE WAS SAILING IN THE MEDITERRANEAN. WE HAD CHARTERED A
BEAUTIFUL SAILBOAT—THE MOON BEAM-- WITH GOOD FRIENDS ONE YEAR TO SAIL
FROM RHODES ALONG THE TURKISH COAST. IT WAS A GREAT TRIP AND WE AGREED
WITH ONE OF THE OTHER COUPLES TO CHARTER THE BOAT AGAIN THE FOLLOWING
YEAR, THIS TIME BRINGING OUR CHILDREN ALONG. WE SAILED FROM PIRAEUS, THE
PORT OF ATHENS, TO RHODES—SOUTH THROUGH THE GREEK ISLANDS. WE ALL HAD A
BALL.

BUT SOON THE BOYS OUTGREW TRIPS WITH MOM AND DAD ANDWE HAD TO
FIND SOMETHING ELSE WE LIKED TO DO TOGETHER.

SUE TOLERATED SKIIING, BUT DIDN’T LOVE IT. I ENJOYED IT, BUT HATED THE
COLD, SO WE DECIDED TO LOOK FOR ANOTHER HOBBY. TENNIS AND GOLF WERE
NON-STARTERS FOR HER, BUT AS A YOUNG GIRL, SHE RODE AND LOVED IT. SHE HAD
FRIENDS WITH HORSES IN BEDFORD, NEW YORK WHERE WE LIVED AND SHE DECIDED
TO TAKE IT UP AGAIN. SHE ENCOURAGED ME TO LEARN. I HAD NEVER BEEN ON A
HORSE BEFORE, SO AT THE AGE OF 47, I STARTED TAKING LESSONS.

SUE AND HER FRIENDS WERE HAVING A GOOD TIME TRAINING FOR AND
ENTERING LOCAL HORSE SHOWS. THAT DIDN’T HAVE MUCH APPEAL TO ME. I WAS MORE
INTERESTED IN RIDING CROSS COUNTRY SO I MOVED TO A DIFFERENT BARN NEARBY.
SUE GAVE UP SHOWING AND SOON JOINED ME THERE. RIDING WAS SOMETHING WE
BOTH LIKED TO DO, AND IT WAS FUN DOING IT TOGETHER. WE WERE OF EQUAL ABILITY
AND CONFIDENT RIDERS—WE COULD GO FAST, JUMP AND HANDLE THE HORSES WHEN
THEY WERE SCARED OR THREATENED TO GET OUT OF CONTROL.

FOR THE NEXT 25 YEARS, WE SAW A LOT OF THE WORLD FROM THE TOP OF A
HORSE, IN THE WINTER, WE WENT TO CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA BECAUSE THEY
WERE WARM, IN THE SAME TIME ZONE, AND EASY TO GET TO. ARGENTINA, BELIZE,
BRAZIL, CHILE, COSTA RICA, ECUADOR, HONDURAS AND URUGUAYWERE SOME OF OUR
DESTINATIONS, A COUPLE OF THEM MULITPLE TIMES. A MEMORABLE TREK WAS WITH
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FOUR OTHER FRIENDS; A FOUR DAY RIDE THROUGH THE LAKE DISTRIC OF CHILE TO
ARGENTINA. OUR GREATEST CRISIS DURING THE TRIP WAS RUNNING OUT OF WINE ON
THE SECOND DAY.

WE ALSO RODE IN EUROPE AND IN 2019 ON BOTH THE NORTH AND SOUTH
ISLANDS OF NEW ZEALAND. SUE ALSO DID “GIRLS’ TRIPS TO IRELAND, TUSCANY AND
PROVANCE.

OUR FAVORITE ACTIVITY, THOUGH, WAS PARTICIPATING IN CROSS COUNTRY
EVENTS OF 6-12 MILES. WHAT COULD BE BETTER THAN SPENDING A BEAUTIFUL
SUNDAY IN OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER RIDING IN THE HUDSON VALLEY. IT WAS FUN
GALLOPING THROUGH THE WOODS AND THE ROLLING FARM LAND, AND JUMPING OVER
STONE WALLS AND NATURUAL OBSTACLES. THE EVENTS WERE TYPICALLY OVER IN
ONE TO ONE AND A HALF HOURS, THEN WE COOLDED THE HORSES AND ENJOYED A
PICNIC LUNCH AND BOTTLE OF WINE. WE BOTH LOVED IT, AND WERE PRETTY GOOD AT
IT; I RECALL WE WON THREE OR FOUR OF THE SEVEN EVENTS WE ENTERED ONE YEAR.

ABOUT FIVE YEARS AGO, OUR HORSES WERE GETTING OLD AND GALLOPING
THROUGH FIELDS AND JUMPING WERE NOT ADVISABLE FOR THE HORSES OR US. WE
HAD EVER BEEN HURT BEFORE. WE DIDN’T WANT TO BREAK THAT RECORD OR ANY
BONES, SO WE RETIRED OUR THREE HORSES.

IT’S PRETTY SPECIAL TO FIND SOMETHING THAT YOU BOTH LIKE TO DO AND GET
TO DO TOGETHER. IMPORTANTLY, WE WEREN’T COMPETING AGAINST EACH OTHER; WE
HAD TO WORK AS A TEAM TO BE SUCCESSFUL. I THINK IT ONLY STRENGTHENED THE
BOND BETWEEN US.

BY OUR EARLY TO MID 40s, THE KIDS HAD MOVED ON ANDWERE WORKING OR IN
SCHOOL OUT WEST. WE BOTH HAD LOTS OF ENERGY AND CURIOSITY, AND DECIDED
THAT AS LONG AS WE HAD OUR GOOD HEALTH, WE WERE GOING TO LIVE LIFE TO ITS
FULLEST. WE JUST WANTED TO DO THINGS WE ENJOYED DOING TOGETHER AND TO
HAVE FUN. AND, WE SURE DID.

IT WAS EASY TO HAVE FUN WITH SUE. SHE WAS ALWAYS HAPPY, OPTIMISTIC AND
KIND, NEVER GRUMPY, GLOOMY OR MEAN. SHE HAD A GREAT, OFF-BEAT SENSE OF
HUMOR, WAS TOTALLY TRANSPARENT AND NEVER PRETENTIOUS. I THINK OTHERS
APPRECIATED HER ALWAYS POSITIVE ATTITUTE AND LIKED TO BE AROUND HER TOO.

WE BOTH HAD THE SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE AND LOVED TO TRAVEL TO PLACES
OFF THE BEATEN TRACK—COUNTRIES IN AFRICA LIKE NAMIBIA, THE CENTRAL
AFRICAN REPUBLIC, MALI, BOTSWANA, ZIMBABWE; IN BRAZIL--THE AMAZON,
PANTANAL AND BAHIA, IN CHILE--THE ATACAMA DESERT IN THE NORTH AND TORRES
DE PINES IN THE FAR SOUTH NEAR TIERRA DEL FUEGO; IN ASIA--THE STANS
(TAJIKISTAN, UZBEKISTAN, TURKMENISTAN); THE ARCTIC ON A RUSSIAN ICEBREAKER;
ANTARCTICA; PAPUA NEW GUINEA, THE SEYCHELLES AND MOST RECENTLY TO THE
KIMBERLEY, THE REMOTE NORTHWEST COAST OF AUSTRALIA. WE ALWAYS HAD FUN,
MET NEW PEOPLE, SAW AMAZING BIRDS AND OTHER ANIMALS AND LEARNED ABOUT
DIFFERENT CULTURES.
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I TAKE SOME COMFORT KNOWING THAT SUE DIED NEVER HAVING REGAINED
CONCIOUSNESS AFTER SUFFERING A COVID INDUCED HEART ATTACK AND BEING
PLACED ON A VENTILATOR. I WAS ASSURED SHE FELT NO PAIN AND WAS AT PEACE. I
CERTAINLY HOPE THAT WAS THE CASE AND DEEPLY, DEEPLY REGRET THAT I COULD NOT
BE WITH HER AT THE END.

I ALSO TAKE COMFORT IN BELIEVING SHE LIVED A GOOD, HAPPY LIFE. GOD
KNOWS, I CERTAINLY DID WITH HER. SHE LOVED HER SONS AND ADORED HER
GRANDCHILDREN AND ALWAYS LOOKED FORWARD TO FAMILY GATHERINGS WITH
THEM AND OUR MANY NIECES AND NEPHEWS. SHE ESPECIALLY ENJOYED CELEBRATING
BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES AND WEDDINGS AS WELL AS HAVING DINNERS ON OUR
TERRACE IN POUND RIDGE WITH SO MANY CLOSE, GOOD FRIENDS.

IN CLOSING, LET ME GET BACK TO WHERE I STARTED: WHY DID WE STAY
TOGETHER FOR SO LONG? WE RESPECTED EACH OTHER; WE LISTENED TO EACH OTHER;
WE ENJOYED EACH OTHER’S COMPANY; WE LIKED MAKING EACH OTHER HAPPY; WE
SUPPORTED EACH OTHER DURING THE DISAPPOINTMENTS AND CELEBRATED THE
TRUMPHS TOGETHER; AND WE MADE EACH OTHER LAUGH AND HAD FUN. I THINK THAT
IS A WINNING FORMULA AND IT CERTAINLY WORKED FOR US FOR 60 YEARS--EACH ONE
FILLED WITH HAPPINESS, LAUGHTER AND LOVE. FOR THAT I AM GRATEFUL, AND I
COULDN’T HAVE ASKED FOR ANYTHING MORE.

FEBRUARY 2021
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